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EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET - APRIL,1975. NO.10. 


President: Mr. H. Hooper, Gracefield Lrive, Brown Hill. 

don, Secretary: Mr. P. Fry, 119 Stawell St, Ballarat. Phone 325454 

Hon, Treasurer@ Mrs, E, Bedggood, 809 Barkly St, Ballarat. Phone 3225438 

News Sheet Editor® Miss Edith Fry. 

Any reports etc, you would like printed in your newsheet, please hand them to the Editor 
or the Secretary. 


TONIGHT; We have a speaker from the Australian Paper Manufacturers. He is Mr, Ben 
Scott, with an audio visual on Forest Management, 


- Excursion; This months excursion will be to Mt. Cole, Time to be arranged. 


Last Meeting; Where was everybody? Last meeting was supposed to be our Annual Meeting, 
but as there were only 17 people present, the elections have had to be held over to 
tonight. Don't anybody complain that the meeting drags on - if more people had been 
present last month it would iwold all be done, There was no speaker last month, as it 


was Member's Night. 
Last Excursion;was cancelled as it was on the Labor Weekend, 
Next Meeting's subject will be Marine Spiders, or Pyenogonoides. 


V.F.N.C.A. Over the long weekend, the Victorian Nats were guests of the Geelong F.N.C. 
The numbers were a bit disappointing, but a very good time was had by all, On Saturday 
there was a meeting for the delegates, where our Sécretary, Mr, Fry, was voted 
Secretary of the V.F.N. Other members visited the Botanical Gardens. 

On Sunday, we visited the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, where everybody was impressed 
by the efforts made by the Geelong F.N.C. in making a park for future generations to 
eNJOY 

The You Yangs were visited on the Monday, to inspect the Boneseed-pulling experimert 
the G.F.N.C. are conducting. They have made a great effogrt to clear one of the picnic 
grounds of boneseed, but they have a long way to go before they clear it completely. 


.V.E.N.C.A. The Western Victorian Fieldg Naturalists Clubs Association weekend at 
Port Campbell and Timboon Was an interesting one, with members from #1 clubs attending, 
Excursions were held to coastal areas, where beautiful firetail finches and emu wrens 
were seen; also to Melba Gully, a beautiful rainforest area containing myrtle-beech, 
mountain ash and many species of ferns, On the Sunday (23rd March) the »arty visited 
Moonlight Head, where several attractive gemstones were found, The meeting discuss¢ 
matters affecting the various Clubs, including the National Herbarium, grazing of 
Crown Land, declaration of Acacia Armata (Hedge Wattle) as a noxious weed, western 
whipbird in Victoria, bonesced, and other matters, The next W.V.F.N.C.A. weekend will 
be held at Mildura over the weekend 23/24 August. 


wu Several birds were hit by skiers and one, a baby musk duck, was killed 
by a speed boat, The skiers definitely disturbed the birds and on more than one 
occasion a skier went through a group of swans, It appears that a lot depencs on the 
driver of the boat whether or not many birds are hit. It is pleasing to note that 
Mrs Calder, of Wielbourne University, has reccommended to the City Council that the 
displays should be conducted on another part of the Lake, less used by birds, 


DUCK SHOOTING; This season has been a good one for shooters and there appears to be 
plenty of ducks still about, On “open day" (15th liarch) more than 100 cars were parked 
around the Clunes Swamps. However, the majority of shooters secmed well-behaved, with 
only .a few protected birds shot. In Ballarat areas, the majority (approx. 657%) of 
ducks shot were grey teal, with fair numbers of Black duck (approx. 30%), with a few 
pink-eared, wood, and white-eyed ducks, 


